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Hi! I’m Sue Miller from the Wisconsin Automobile & Truck Dealers Association and this 
video will address a common question: 

Should the customer, or lessee, sign the application for title and registration form, 
MV11, as the owner with ‘POA’ in parentheses or should the dealer sign instead? 

The short answer is… it depends. 

Here’s what the law actually says. The owner signs the MV11. In a lease situation, the 
lessor is the legal owner of the vehicle.  That means, technically, the lessor signs the 
MV11. 

Of course, lessors don’t have employees sitting in every dealership, so in practice, most 
lessors provide a blanket Power of Attorney, or POA, when they agree to do business 
through a dealership. That blanket POA typically appoints either the lessee or a dealership 
representative as the lessor’s POA for two specific purposes: 

• accepting the ownership transfer, 
• and completing the odometer disclosure. 

Dealerships should have POAs on file for every lessor they work with when leasing 
vehicles and it’s important to follow the lessor’s POA instructions to determine exactly 
who is authorized to sign on the lessor’s behalf. 

It is increasingly common for a lessor to appoint a dealership representative as POA. This 
practice has implications for dealership staff since it forces a dealership to both make and 
accept the odometer disclosure, which increases the risk of running afoul of odometer 
laws. 

It is a best practice to have a different person sign as Owner (lessor POA) as the person 
who is signing as dealership representative. 

So, when it comes to who signs the MV11 in a lease: 

• always follow the lessor’s instructions, and 
• make sure your Lessor POAs are on file. 

Thank you for watching this video. If you have any questions or ideas for a short video topic, 
please feel free to contact me at (608) 251-8024 or by email at smiller@watda.org. 
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