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2025 Transportation State Championships & Gold Medal
Winners Crowned

On April 1-2, 2025 transportation students from across Wisconsin converged in Madison at the
Alliant Energy Center to compete for the honor of advancing to the national competition in
Atlanta Georgia. The WATDA Foundation, along with scores of dealerships, volunteers and
industry partners collaboratively worked together to select the best highly-skilled technicians in
their respective area. All students who compete in the State Championships are top-notch

winners, but only one person is allowed to advance to the national stage in June.

“It is a high honor for the WATDA Foundation to join forces with so many industry partners
to help the next generation of technicians in this competition.”, said Brent Kindred, WATDA
Foundation Vice President. “All of these students are champions, and we are proud of them

and their instructors.”

Automotive - Maintenance Light Repair (High School)
¢ Gold Medal — Ethan Alexander / Grafton High School

Automotive Service Technology (High School)

e  Gold Medal — Joshua Stauske (2025 Scholarship applicant) / Grafton High School
Automotive Service Technology (College)

e  Gold Medal — Will Lamers (2023 Scholarship recipient) / FVTC
Automotive Refinishing Technology (College)

¢  Gold Medal — Jeremy Radke / Madison College
Collision Damage Appraisal (College)

¢  Gold Medal — Carmen Van Den Elzen (2023 Scholarship recipient) / FVTC
Collision Repair Technology (High School)

e Gold Medal — Preston Vandenberg / Freedom High School
Collision Repair Technology (College)

e  Gold Medal — Wyatt Leverenz / NWTC
Diesel Equipment Technology (High School)

e  Gold Medal — Tobin McCord / D C Everest High School

Diesel Equipment Technology (College)
e  Gold Medal — Ben Strupp (2023 Scholarship recipient) / Madison College
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About The Wisconsin Automobile and Truck Dealers Foundation
Founded in 1992 the WATDA Foundation is a non-profit, 501(c)3 organization with the mission of
supporting educational initiatives and ensuring Wisconsin has a highly skilled transportation workforce.



