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Did you see DMV’s Plain Dealing announcing the two new Wisconsin plates? Both the Retro 
and Blackout plates will be available in early 2026. If you’re a dealership that inventories 
plates at the dealership, like the service offered by Vitu, you have a choice in how you 
provide these plates to customers.  

Either add these plates to your available inventory or have the DMV mail them to your 
customers. There are pros and cons to each option. 

Like all other non-standard plates, if you choose not to inventory plates, you must issue a 
temporary plate along with “issue from DMV” while pending. It becomes your customer’s 
responsibility to attach the plates once they arrive in the mail from DMV. 

If you choose to inventory either or both plates, you can avoid issuing a temporary plate 
and instead provide your customer with the service of attaching metal plates to their 
vehicle. The downside is that your dealership is responsible for maintaining and reporting 
inventory on the Retro and Blackout plates separately from the standard auto and truck 
plates you currently inventory. 

There is no cost difference between these two options. Both plates have a one-time 
issuance fee of $15.00 and an additional annual cost of $25.00. Funds generated go to 
transportation fund. 

According to Plain Dealing, “Dealerships and third-party processors interested in holding 
stock of Blackout and Retro yellow plates may begin placing orders in January 2026. During 
the first week of January, watch the Message of the Day screen for details on when orders 
can be placed.” 

These plates may be personalized. You should follow the existing process to obtain 
personalized Retro or Blackout plates. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at WATDA, (608) 251-8024 direct or 
smiller@WATDA.org 
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